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FOREWORD
As an advisory council, NCADA commissioned a large-scale longitudinal

Chairman’s
Statement

drug perception survey in 2015, tracking attitudes through the 2009 and
2013 surveys. The survey was conducted from 2015 to 2016, and findings
were publicly released on 27 April 2017 through a press conference. The
study covered youths from 13 to 30 years old, as well as members of
public aged 31 to 60 years old. While we found that there was strong
support for Singapore’s drug-free approach and laws, findings indicate an
increase in liberal attitudes towards drugs amongst youths. Furthermore,
while parental influence was highlighted as key in deterring drug abuse,
less than half of the youth respondents have had conversations with
their parents about drugs. The survey findings serve to shape NCADA’s

“

strategies moving forward.

As various countries and
counterparts confront evolving
drug challenges, Singapore’s
local drug situation remained
stable and under control.
Nevertheless, we are mindful of
the growing international calls
for drug decriminalisation and
legalisation, and its potential
influence on Singapore society.
It is therefore critical for NCADA
to rally the local community to
support our vision towards a
drug-free society. We remain
actively involved in anti-drug
efforts and advocacy.

“

In 2017, NCADA also continued to partner the Central Narcotics Bureau
(CNB) on preventive drug measures and initiatives. One key collaboration
is the annual Anti-Drug Abuse Campaign (ADAC) that commemorates
‘World Drug Day’ in June. The campaign theme was “Get high on music,
and not drugs”, encouraging youth to embrace a drug-free lifestyle by
pursuing interests and aspirations. The 19th edition of the DanceWorks!
Competition also saw the inclusion of a new ‘free-style battle’ dance
category to expand the event’s reach to older youth. Our sustained
lifestyle approach has allowed us to reach out to young people in
engaging and relevant ways.
On 26 October 2017, we also held the 2nd Asia Pacific Forum Against
Drugs (APFAD). More than 180 anti-drug advocates from local and
international NGOs from various countries such as Sri Lanka, Indonesia,
Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia civil society groups, and government
agencies came together to discuss topics ranging from preventive drug
education to sharing of best practices on growing community support
for anti-drug efforts. The forum also took the opportunity to encourage
delegates to adopt the APFAD Declaration as statements of commitment
towards building a drug-free world for our children. With networking as
one of its key objectives, APFAD stood out in the regional calendar, as the
forum establishes itself as a platform that unites the region for the antidrug cause.
Drug abuse cripples the lives of individuals and families, and inevitably,
society bears a cost. Amidst worrying global drug trends, NCADA is
committed to strengthen our role in communication and advocacy. The
vision towards a drug-free society is attainable if all communities would
stand united against drugs.
In closing, please allow me to also thank former Chairman, Mr Victor Lye,
for his outstanding contributions over the past five years of his leadership
in NCADA.
Hawazi Daipi
Chairman
National Council Against Drug Abuse
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ABOUT NATIONAL COUNCIL
AGAINST DRUG ABUSE
The National Council Against
Drug Abuse (NCADA) was
formed in January 1995 to serve
as a citizens’ advisory body on
national anti-drug strategies and
programmes.
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LET’S GET THERE,
TOGETHER.
Council
Members

Dr Chew Tuan Chiong
Vice-Chairman NCADA
Chief Executive Officer, Frasers
Centrepoint Asset Management Ltd

The Council’s roles are to:
• Advise the Government on measures and strategies to curb drug abuse
• Harness community support for anti-drug programmes
• Promote preventive drug education programmes
The Council’s objectives are to:
• Promote and uphold Singapore’s zero tolerance stance against drugs
• Build and entrench public awareness of the dangers of drugs and drug abuse
• Conduct international advocacy and anti-drug research
• Evaluate and improve the effectiveness of our anti-drug strategies
The Council’s focal areas are:
• Research & Advocacy
• Communications & Publicity
• Strategic Partnerships & Events

Mr Hawazi Daipi
Chairman NCADA
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Members

Mr Kong Mun Kwong
Special Advisor to the Board,
WaterTech Pte Ltd

Mr Hudzaifah Alyaman Bin Adam
Asset Manager, Warees Investments Pte Ltd

Professor Narayanan Ganapathy
Professor of Sociology, NUS

Dr Tracy Loh Mei Lin
Visiting Fellow, Department
of Communications and
New Media, NUS

Mr Chng Hwee Hong
Chairman, Singapore
Corporation of Rehabilitative
Enterprises

Mr William Pushpam
Superintendent/North 1,
Schools Division

Ms Lim Li Ying
Head of Fixed Income,
Currency Management
and Dynamic Allocation,
Avanda Investment
Management

Mr Pok Cheng Chong
Executive Director, Chinese
Development Assistance
Council (CDAC)

Mr Ravindran Nagalingam
Chief Operating Officer,
Singapore Indian Development
Association (SINDA)

Ms Manda Chan
Commissioner for Narcotics,
Hong Kong
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Mr Zhulkarnain Abdul Rahim
Partner, Dentons Rodyk

Mr Ahmad Firdaus Daud
Criminal Legal
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Dr Jimmy Lee
Consultant/Deputy Chief,
Research/General Psychiatry, IMH

Dr Warren Lee
Director, Dr Warren Lee’s Paediatrics,
Growth & Diabetes Centre Pte Ltd,
Director, Zaccheus Medical Services Pte Ltd,
Senior Consultant (part time),
Endocrinology Service,
Dept of Paediatric Medicine, KKH

Ms Annie Tan
Director,
Enforcement
Branch
Health Products
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Health Sciences
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Deputy Director (Youth),
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People’s Association (PA)

Mr S B Viknesan
Board Member,
Singapore Anti-Narcotics Association (SANA)
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Director,
Central Youth Guidance Office,
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Director, Community Outreach,
MENDAKI

Mr Josephus Tan
Director, Fortis Law

Mr Lim Zhi Yang
Senior Director,
Policy Development Division,
Ministry of Home Affairs
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SINGAPORE DRUG &
INHALANT ABUSE SITUATION
2017 BY CNB
While the local drug situation remained stable
in 2017, there are two areas of concern. A high
proportion of 40% of the drug abusers arrested
in 2017 were new abusers. Second, a significant
proportion of these new abusers arrested were
below 30 years of age (about 64%).
The regional and global drug situations remain challenging. Drug syndicates
continue to profit from ensnaring people into the vicious drug cycle. The
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) reported that global
seizures of amphetamine-type stimulants have doubled from 93 tons in 2010
to 191 tons in 2015. 64 tons of methamphetamine were seized in East and
South East Asia alone, which made up the largest proportion of total global
methamphetamine seizures among all the regions. Global opium production
increased by one-third from 4,770 tons in 2015 to around 6,380 tons in 2016.
Major operations led by CNB crippled the operations of 23 drug syndicates
in 2017. CNB, supported by the Singapore Police Force (SPF), conducted 19
island-wide operations targeting drug traffickers and abusers. Together with
SPF and the Immigration & Checkpoints Authority (ICA), CNB also conducted
1,661 operations at the land, air and sea checkpoints to intercept drugs
entering Singapore.
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KEY DRUG STATISTICS IN 2017
Arrests
2017

Arrests
2016

1,249

1,348

Total Abusers

3,091
40%
2017

3,265

About 2/3
(or 64%) of
new drug
abusers were
below 30
years old

Proportion
of new drug
abusers
remain high

41%
2016

New Abusers

Total Abusers

30 years old and above

New Abusers

Below 30 years old

Most Commonly Abused Drugs
Methamphetamine, heroin and cannabis remained as the three most commonly abused drugs by
drug abusers arrested in 2017.

Methamphetamine

Heroin

64% | 1,991 drug abusers

27% | 848 drug abusers

1

3

2
Cannabis
7% | 204 drug abusers

Others 2%
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LOCAL DRUG SITUATION
IN 2017
CNB arrested a total of 3,091 drug abusers in 2017. This was a 5%
decrease from the 3,265 drug abusers arrested in 2016. The number of
repeat drug abusers arrested decreased by 4%, to 1,842 in 2017 from
1,917 in 2016. The number of new drug abusers arrested also decreased
by 7%, to 1,249 in 2017 from 1,348 in 2016. Close to two-thirds of new
abusers arrested were under 30 years old.
The drugs seized in 2017 were estimated to have a street value of about $6.63 million. There was a 21% increase
in seizures in crystalline methamphetamine - more commonly known as ‘Ice’ - to 22.18 kg in 2017 from 18.27
kg in 2016. Heroin and cannabis seizures decreased compared to 2016. Heroin seizures saw a 30% decrease to
36.92 kg in 2017. Cannabis seizures saw a 18% decrease to 44.05 kg in 2017.
Methamphetamine, heroin and cannabis continued to be the most commonly abused drugs. 98% of drug
abusers arrested abused at least one of these three drugs. For new drug abusers, methamphetamine (80%) and
cannabis (13%) continued to be the most commonly abused drugs.

DRUG ABUSERS - BY DRUG TYPE
Methamphetamine and heroin remain the two most commonly abused drugs in Singapore. 1,991
methamphetamine abusers (64%) and 848 heroin abusers (27%) were arrested in 2017. Cannabis was the third
most-commonly abused drug, with 204 cannabis abusers (7%) arrested in 2017. Refer to Chart 2.

Chart 2: Total abusers by drug type
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Of the 3,091 drug abusers arrested in 2017, 521 abusers (17%) were poly-drug abusers who abused more than
one type of drug. Refer to Chart 2a.
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CNB arrested 3,091 drug abusers in 2017. This was a 5% decrease from the 3,265 drug abusers arrested in
2016. New abusers arrested also decreased by 7%, to 1,249 in 2017 from 1,348 in 2016. However, new abusers
continue to form a significant proportion (40%) of all abusers arrested. Refer to Chart 1.
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DRUG ABUSERS - BY ETHNIC GROUP

Methamphetamine abusers made up the largest proportion of all new abusers. Of the 1,249 new abusers
arrested in 2017, 999 (80%) had abused methamphetamine. Cannabis was the second most commonly abused
drug among new abusers. Refer to Chart 2b.

The number of abusers arrested decreased across all ethnic groups. In 2017, the number of Malay abusers
arrested decreased by 6%, to 1,618 in 2017 from 1,713 in 2016. Refer to Chart 3.

Chart 2b: Total new abusers by drug type abusers

Chart 3: Total abusers by ethnic group
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Among the new abusers, there was a decrease across most ethnic groups except for Chinese new abusers. New
Malay abusers arrested decreased by 13%, to 632 in 2017 from 729 in 2016. New abusers from the “Others”
ethnic group decreased by 11%, to 47 in 2017 from 53 in 2016. New Indian abusers also decreased by 11%, to
169 in 2017 from 189 in 2016. On the other hand, the number of new Chinese abusers arrested increased by 6%,
to 401 in 2017 from 377 in 2016. Refer to Chart 3a.

Chart 3a: New abusers by ethnic group
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DRUG ABUSERS ARRESTED - BY AGE

INHALANT ABUSE SITUATION IN 2017

40% (1,234) of all drug abusers arrested in 2017 were below 30 years old. Drug abusers in the 20-29 age group
continued to form the largest group of abusers in 2017. Refer to Chart 4.

There was a 59% decrease in the total number of inhalant abusers arrested, to 37 in 2017 from 91 in 2016.
Refer to Chart 5.

Chart 4: Total abusers by age

Chart 5: Inhalant abuse situation
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The number of inhalant abusers arrested in 2017 decreased across most age groups, except for the “20-29”
group. Inhalant abusers aged 20-29 as well as those aged 40-49 formed the largest proportion at 32% each
(12 abusers each) in 2017. Refer to Chart 6.

2017

Chart 6: Inhalant abusers by age group
There was a decrease in new abusers aged below 40. Close to two-thirds (800 or 64%) of all new abusers
arrested in 2017 were aged below 30. Nearly half (565 or 45%) of all new abusers arrested in 2017 belonged to
the 20 to 29 age group. Refer to Chart 4a.
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Similar to 2016, the majority of inhalant abusers arrested in 2017 were Chinese. Refer to Chart 7.
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ANTI-DRUG
ABUSE CAMPAIGN
(ADAC) 2017
Since our formation
in 1995, NCADA has
been working closely
with CNB to promote
an anti-drug lifestyle
through the annual
Anti-Drug Abuse
Campaign (ADAC)
to commemorate
the International Day
Against Drug Abuse
and Illicit Trafficking,
which falls on 26 June
every year.

For 2017, the ADAC adopted the idea of “Break
in” and “Break out” as its theme to signify the fight
against the temptation of drugs through pursuing
the youths’ interests and aspirations rather than
seek fleeting moments of happiness with drugs.
“Break IN!” music concert featured popular local
artistes such as Taufik Batisah, The Sam Willows,
Inch Chua, THELIONCITYBOY and Scarlet Avenue.
The concert, held on 16 June 2017 at Suntec
Singapore Convention and Exhibition Hall, was also
a showcase of performances that marked the end of
a mentorship programme by a group of youths and
the artistes.
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Below are some candid photos of the Danceworks participants
from the junior and youth category.

Team Ayza from ITE West, Champion in the Youth Category

Also making its return was the annual DanceWorks! anti-drug dance
competition, an event that provides a vibrant platform for youths to spread
anti-drug messages through dance.
“Break OUT!” Danceworks! 2017 was a 2-day affair on 29-30 July, held at
*Scape Grand Theatre, and saw the introduction of a new ‘Free-Style Battle’
dance category to promote anti-drug awareness among older youths. It
featured a Professional-Amateur duo battle format, requiring professional
dancers to pair with amateurs for the competition.

Participants from the 2 vs 2 battle it out on
the dance floor

Grand winner of Break Out: Danceworks! 2017 2 vs 2 battle
Guang Liang and Dada for Champion (Pro) Pichmutta
Puangtongdee (DADA)
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NCADA
AWARDS
2017

NCADA MERIT AWARD (Individual Category)
Rev Dr George Seow (Singapore Anti-Narcotics Association (SANA)

Established in 1998, the NCADA Awards serves to recognise and honour
organisations and individuals who have made significant contributions to
the anti-drug cause. The NCADA Awards comprises 3 categories, namely
(in order of merit), the Star, Merit and Special Recognition Award.
In 2017, the NCADA Awards Presentation Ceremony was held at the
Asia Pacific Forum Against Drugs (APFAD) on 26 October.

Rev Dr George Seow has been one of SANA’s most committed and passionate volunteers
since December 2005. He actively visits the inmates to provide spiritual support and
guidance, along with conducting bible study classes for them. Rev George believes that
people deserve second chances in life and together with his group of volunteers, has
been working tirelessly to this end.
Since taking on the role of Chairman for the SANA Christian Religious Group of
Volunteers (RGV) in 2014, Rev Dr George Seow has been performing his duties with
utmost dedication and commitment, and providing leadership and guidance to the RGV –
especially for its new volunteers. Rev Dr George Seow is an amiable individual who enjoys
good relations with his fellow volunteers and SANA staff, and serves as an exemplary
role-model to them.

NCADA SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD
(Individual Category)
Mr K Subramaniam (HEB-Ashram Halfway House)
Mr K Subramaniam served more than 40 years in the security field before taking up the
position as the Head of HEB-Ashram in August 2015. Although he could have settled
for a more routine second career, he chose to give back to society and touch the lives
of recovering addicts by joining HEB-Ashram. Since then, Mr K Subramaniam had made
profound improvements in the management of the halfway house, by putting in place an
overarching philosophy of empathy, empowerment and a dogged belief that everyone
deserves a second chance.
From left: Mr Shariff, NCADA Chairman Mr Hawazi, Dr George Seow
and Mr K Subramaniam

In his one-and-a-half-year tenure, Mr K Subramaniam has been the driving force in
moulding the residents’ attitude and values towards leading a drug and crime-free life.
He had forged stronger bonds between the residents and their families by organising and
facilitating engagement events with the grassroots and social agencies, and organised
training sessions and IT courses to enhance the residents’ employability. His passion and
commitment towards rehabilitating drug offenders and ex-offenders, and empowering
them to become productive members of society is admirable.

NCADA STAR AWARD (Individual Category)
Mr Mohd Shariff Bin Mohd Yatim (Jamiyah Halfway House)
Mr Mohd Shariff Bin Mohd Yatim started helping out in the social service sector
as a youth volunteer when he was only 17 years old. The first NGO that he joined
was the Islamic Theological Association of Singapore (Pertapis) in 1976, to counsel
youths and drug addicts. For the next 3 decades since 1980, Mr Shariff continued
to contribute greatly to the Muslim community in terms of educating youth at risk
and drug addicts on the dangers and possible recovery methods.
Since his appointment as Executive Director at Jamiyah Halfway House, Mr
Shariff continued to work with drug offenders by providing them with counselling
programmes. He also facilitates the integration of ex-offenders into the family and
the community by building positive social networks for them.

Thoughts and Wishes of the NCADA Award Winners
The NCADA Secretariat asked the winners on their thoughts and wishes on being anti-drug.
There is a need to constantly build
our capability in dealing with this
issue. We need to learn from best
practices here and overseas.

…find someone in need that is
greater than yours and try to help
that person. It is in helping other
you help yourself.

Don’t ever succumb to such temptations,
once everyone comes in contact with
this dreadful habit, the road to recovery
comes with a heavy price.

- Mr Shariff on capacity building

- Rev Dr Seow on helping others

- Mr K Subramaniam on temptations
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FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE
SCHEME (FAS)
NCADA runs a funding programme – the Financial Assistance Scheme
(FAS) to promote ground-up anti-drug initiatives and encourage various
community groups to assume a greater role in the fight against drug
abuse, through the provision of funding support.
The anti-drug projects supported by NCADA were as follows:

Sub-Zero by ITE College Central students
Sub-Zero was an anti-drinking and anti-drug event organised by ITE College
Central Event Management students. The event, opened to public, included
games that were organised with the aim of raising awareness of drug problem and
the consequences of taking drugs. It was held on 10 Feb 2017 at Snow City and
reached 100 youths in total.

(Photographs courtesy of Sub-Zero organising committee)

Qiyam Active 3 - Overnight Cycling by YaQin Al-Muttaqin
Qiyam Active 3 was the third instalment of a youth-centric programme aimed at increasing productivity in youths through
active lifestyle activities. The event incorporated an overnight cycling trip from 23-24 Sep 2017 and an anti-drug talk by a CNB
officer. The organisers also distributed CNB’s anti-drug collaterals to the participants to show support for the anti-drug cause.
In total, the event saw the involvement of 70 participants, comprising both Al-Muttaqin students and youth volunteers.

(Photographs
courtesy
of Qiyam 3
organising
committee)

NCADA would continue to refine its funding programme
to ensure that anti-drug ground-up initiatives would get
sufficient financial support.
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INTERNATIONAL
ANTI-DRUG
ADVOCACY
In 2017, NCADA hosted the second edition of the Asia Pacific Forum
Against Drugs (APFAD). Held on 26 October 2017 at the ParkRoyal
on Beach Road, its aim was
(i) to be a platform where NGOs and government agencies in Asia
Pacific can network and share best practices on prevention,
treatment and rehabilitation, as well as
(ii) to re-affirm support for and encourage greater adoption of the
APFAD Declaration, and the green-and-white anti-drug ribbon as
the international anti-drug symbol. The theme was “Together, a
Drug-free World for our Children”.
The programme comprised presentations by 3 foreign and 2 local
speakers – the keynote address by Ms Linda Nilsson, the SecretaryGeneral of World Federation Against Drugs (WFAD), Mr Jón
Sigfússon from the Icelandic Centre of Social Research who share
on the Icelandic Model, and Dr Kevin Sabet from the Drug Policy
Institute, University of Florida, and co-founder of Smart Approaches
to Marijuana (SAM), who spoke on the effect of the legalisation of
cannabis in Colorado, Dr Narayanan Ganapathy who shared on the
NCADA Perception Survey 2015/2016 findings and Mr Sng Chern
Hong, who shared on the preventive drug education in Singapore.
An exhibition was also set up to showcase Singapore’s holistic
anti-drug strategy, with exhibits by Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB),
Singapore Prison Services (SPS) and Singapore Anti-Narcotics
Association (SANA), highlighting their respective work in the areas
of Preventive Drug Education (PDE), treatment and rehabilitation,
and aftercare, as well as anti-drug efforts by both government and
community partners. Open tables were provisioned for participants
to place their materials to share with the other participants.
The programme included the NCADA Awards 2017 ceremony
during which NCADA recognised and honoured individuals who
have contributed significantly to the anti-drug efforts in Singapore.

Attendees of the APFAD 2017

Chairman NCADA, Mr Hawazi Daipi welcomed
the guests and expressed his hopes that they find
the sharing on policies and programmes from the
event useful. He also urged the guests to continue
to stand unified and firm against drugs, and
encouraged the adoption of the Green & White
Ribbon as a symbol of the anti-drug advocacy.
In his opening address, the Guest-of-Honour,
Minister K Shanmugam, Minister for Home Affairs
and Law, updated on the regional situation,
highlighting that Southeast Asia had overtaken
North America as a source of methamphetamine,
and second-highest source of opium. He spoke
of the current situation where activists and NGOfronted campaigns funded by commercial entities
are pushing to decriminalise and legalise drugabuse, and urged the attendees to maintain a
tough stance against drugs.
In all, 106 local delegates comprising representatives
from NGOs, NPOs, and government organisations,
50 foreign delegates comprising representatives
from NGOs, NPOs, government organisations from
various countries in and out of the region: Australia,
Brunei, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Sri Lanka and Sweden, and attendees
from the 4th Drug Advisory Programme Focal
Point Meeting.

NCADA Chairman Mr Hawazi Daipi giving the welcome
speech at APFAD 2017

The Guest-of-Honour Minister K Shanmugam, giving his opening
address at the APFAD 2017.
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