
UNODC Engagement with Civil Society in 

Addressing the World Drug Problem

Mirella Dummar Frahi, Team Leader 

Civil Society Team

Division for Policy Analysis and Public Affairs



Content

I. UNODC strategic partnership with Civil Society on 

drug-related issues and SDGs

II. UNODC Listen First Campaign

III. NGO participation in the international drug policy 

debates

IV. The Role of NGOs in the implementation of the 

provisions in the 2019 Ministerial Declaration

V. NGO “Marketplace”



UNODC STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP WITH NGOs 

ON DRUG-RELATED ISSUES

❑ Work on the Ground

✓ Promotion of  the International Standards on Drug Use 

Prevention; 

✓ Increased access to evidence and rights-based treatment 

and care in some 40 countries around the world.

❑ At the policy level 

✓ VNGOC members represent a diversity of views 

providing a range of services and programmes 

both at the policy and operational levels;

✓ The Beyond 2008 initiative replicated in preparing 

for UNGASS 2016.



UNODC/CST CONTRIBUTION TO THE 2030 

AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

• Advocacy and 
lobbying

• Drug use 
prevention

• Evidence-based 
drug treatment

• Harm 
reduction

• Research
• Social 

rehabilitation

• Anti-trafficking
• Gender-based 

multi-
stakeholder 
workshops

• Sustainable 
livelihood and 
alternative 
development

ω Fighting corruption 
and promoting 
justice and integrity

ω Crime prevention 
among vulnerable 
groups

ω Civil society 
participation in 
countering violent 
extremism

• Participation of 
CSOs in 
international 
policy debates

• Partnership 
with CSOs in 
UNODC 
regional and 
thematic work



LISTEN FIRST –is a UNODC initiative to increase support for

prevention of drug use that is based on science and is thus an

effective investment in the well-being of children and youth, their

families and their communities.

UNODC Listen First Campaign



UNODC Listen First Campaign
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NGOs Participation in UNGASS 2016 Process 

▪ Informal Interactive Stakeholder 

Consultation for UNGASS 2016, 10 Feb. 

2016 with the Secretary-General, the PGA, 

and UNODC ED.

▪ NGO participation in the 59th session of 

the CND.

▪ Civil Society Forum in Preparation for 

UNGASS 2016, 18 April 2016.

▪ NGO participation in UNGASS 

2016 session (19-21 April 2016).



2019 Ministerial Declaration

▪ CND ministerial segment at its 62nd session on 14-15 March 2019,

“takingstock of the implementation of the commitments made to jointly

address and counter the world drug problem“.

▪ A record 2,200 representatives from more than 140 Member States, 22

intergovernmental organizations and more than 500 representatives

from 90 non-governmental organizations

▪ General debate, two interactive, multi stakeholder round-table

discussions, where civil society participated with one panelist and two

speakers from the floor in each of the round tables.





THE ROLE OF CSOs IN THE IMPLEMENTATION 

OF THE PROVISIONS IN THE 2019 MINISTERIAL 

DECLARATION 

ñWe encourage the CND to hold

inclusive discussions on effective

strategies to address and counter

the world drug problem at all levels,

involving relevant stakeholders

such as civil society.



Provisions in the 2019 Ministerial Declaration

▪ Demand reduction and related 
measures

▪ Availability of and access to 
controlled substances

▪ Supply reduction and related 
measures

▪ Cross-cutting issues: drugs and 
human rights, youth, children, 
women and communities 

▪ Cross-cutting issues: evolving 
reality, trends and existing 
circumstances, etc.

▪ International cooperation based on 
the principles of the common and 
shared responsibility 

▪ Alternative development 



Examples of NGO work related to the provisions in 

the 2019 Ministerial Declaration



▪ Demand reduction and related measures

Fourth Wave Foundation – “Project VENDA” (India)

Project Venda (Say no to drugs) empowers the teenagers to say ‘NO’

to substance abuse and help to rehabilitate addicted and affected

teenagers. Project Venda also aims at equipping various stake holders

with information, skill and knowledge to broach and discuss the topic of

drugs with children and young adults.



Uganda Youth Development Link – Youth drug use prevention

project

UYDEL is an NGO that works with youths aged 10 –24 years who are

vulnerable to exploitation and at risk to HIV/AIDs infection. Their mission

is to enhance socio-economic transformation of disadvantaged

young people through advocacy, psychosocial and skills development for

self –reliance and reintegration.68 UYDEL initiated a youth drug use

prevention project in Nansana Municipality, in the outskirts of Kampala,

Uganda, with support from IOGT-Sweden.

▪ Drugs and human rights, youth, children, 
women and communities 



▪ Officially launched on 18 April 2016 in New York prior to UNGASS;

▪ Allows Member States and other Stakeholders to find information 

about, and connect with, NGOs working on drug policy and 

providing drug related services to affected populations;

▪ Allows users to interact, exchange information, advertise their 

events, post updated about their work, etc

Joint UNODC-VNGOC Project



▪ Increases communication and networking of NGOs globally;

▪ Helps all stakeholders in the implementation of the UNGASS 

2016 outcome document and shows how the work of NGOs is 

making an impact on the ground

NGO Marketplace: www.mp.vngoc.org

Joint UNODC-VNGOC Project

http://www.mp.vngoc.org/


UNODC Civil Society Team: unodc-ngounit@un.org

Thank you!

mailto:unodc-ngounit@un.org

